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President's Message Board Members - 2025

Greetings, hoping everyone had a wonderful
holiday season and a Happy New Year. I'd like to
give a heartfelt thank you to the SFAPMS Board of
Directors again for nominating and retaining me
for another term as your President. It's a privilege
and an honor to serve our organization for a
second term.

This past year has been especially challenging for
our State, Gulf/Atlantic basin and industry. The
tropical weather systems we've been plagued with
in the last decade, makes a person think “What’s it
all for?” Some days it seems like one step forward,
two steps back. On the other hand, the beautiful
State we live in and its ecosystem of which we are
in trusted to maintain is resilient.

As | travel Southwest/South Florida and talk to
people, | keep hearing the same message “Thank
you for what you do?” We must be doing
something right. People see what we do as an
industry and sometimes it takes a little education,
but once they understand what it is we do, it all
falls into place. When | entered the aquatics
industry 34 years ago, | had no idea I'd still be here.
However, | knew | loved being an Aquatic Resource
Manager. | am on social media with many in our
field and when | see a post and photos of projects,
one thing stands out. We enjoy what they do. Keep
up all the great work that you’re doing!!!

| hope that 2025 is a great year for everyone and |
look forward to serving our Society as President
for another term.

Respectfully, Keith Andreu
SFAPMS President

Cover Photo:
Alistate Resource Management

Officers 2025

Keith Andreu, President
(239) 694-2174

Hugh Cucurullo, Vice President
(561) 845-5525 hcucurullo@avcaquatic.com

Colleen Sullivan, Secretary/Treasurer
(954) 382-9766 csullivan@allstatemanagement.com

andreu@lchcd.org

James Boggs, Immediate Past President
(813) 217-9486 boggsj@helenaagri.com

Board Members 2025

Keith Andreu
(239) 694-2174

Rose Bechard-Butman
(954) 519-0317 rbechardbutman@broward.org

Norma Cassinari
(334) 741-9393

Andy Fuhrman
(954) 382-9766 afuhrman@allstatemanagement.com

Lyn Gettys, Ph.D.
(954) 577-6331

Wykle Greene
(813) 416-7653

Wendi Nance
(386) 409-1175

Dharmen Setaram
(407) 670-4094 dharmen.setaram@heritagepg.com

Steven Weinsier
(954) 3829766 sweinsier@allstatemanagement.com

andreu@lchcd.org

ngcassinari@alligare.com

Igettys@ufl.edu

wykle.greene@syngenta.com

wendin@sepro.com

The Francis E. “Chil” Rossbach

Scholarship Fund

Funds from the scholarship are used to help defray
costs for students taking classes related to the study of
aquatic environmental sciences or related areas. The
scholarship is open to anyone, and all are encouraged
to apply. Applications will be accepted throughout the
year and the scholarship awarded when a suitable
candidate is found. Money raised by the Society during
the year partially goes to fund this scholarship, the
intent of which is to promote the study of aquatics.

For an application, please go to www.sfapms.org.
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THREATS

Management Options
for Healthy Forests
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WHY DOES IT MATTER TO ME ?

It is important for private forest landowners to prepare for the likelihood of increasing threats to
there forest lands. Private forests make up the largest holdings of forestlands in the southeastern
U.S. These properties collectively will be crucial in protecting the overall health of our landscape.
Management that takes the most current science into account will enable landowners to better
protect their land and resources and to contribute positively to the conservation and
productivity of Florida’s forestlands.

USDA Southeast Climate Hub

— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

The mission of the Southeast Climate Hub is to develop and deliver science-based, region-specific
information and technologies, with USDA agencies and partners, to agricultural and natural resource
managers that enable climate-informed decision-making, and to provide access to assistance to
implement those decisions. This is in alighment with the USDA mission to provide leadership on food
agriculture, natural resources, rural development, nutrition, and related issues based on sound public

policy, the best available science, and efficient management

Content summaries, design, and unattributed images by
The USDA Southeast Climate Hub
in association with the Florida Forest Service
FFSsupport@FDACS.gov, 850-681-5800




OUR PORTFOLIO FOR THE AQUATICS MARKET IS GROWING

UPL has expanded its manufacture and supply for aquatics plant managers with the introduction of
TOP DECK® Herbicide and the re-introduction of SYMMETRY"™ NXG Algaecide. These products join
the trusted UPL Aquatics portfolio of AQUATHOL®, CURRENT® and HYDROTHOL" for aguatic plant

and algae control.

TOP DECK

AQUATIC HERBICIDE

TOP DECK is a broad-spectrum aquatic
herbicide formulated with 12.1% imazamox
that keeps invasive plants in check. TOP DECK
controls both shoreline emergent species such
as cattails, phragmites and flowering rush, and
submersed aquatic species such as pondweeds
and Eurasian watermilfoil.

Waters treated with TOP DECK can be used
immediately following application for fishing,

swimming, domestic use and livestock watering.

TOP DECK Herbicide may not be registered
for use in all states. Consult your UPL Aquatics
representative for more information.

UPL AQUATICS REPRESENTATIVES

Dean Jones / Territory Manager, U.S. Southeast
dean.jones@upl-ltd.com | 863-514-6934

Jacob Meganck / Territory Manager, U.S. Midwest
jacob.meganck@upl-itd.com | 810-955-7626

SYMIMETRY NXG

AQUATIC ALGAECIDE

SYMMETRY NXG is an 8% complex copper algaecide
formulated with triethanolamine and copper hydroxide
to provide broad-spectrum control of most species of
algae including filamentous, branched and

planktonic algae.

SYMMETRY NXG can be used zlone or in combination
with AQUATHOL, HYDROTHOL, and CURRENT for
enhanced plant and algae control and is effective in
freshwater lakes, potable water reservoirs, golf course
ponds, fish hatcheries, irrigation canals and other
types of quiescent or flowing bodies of water — and it's
supported by the most reliable supply chain and robust
inventory in the industry.

ALLO PER ACR
ppm Copper 9% Copper | Symmetry NXG

0.17 0.50 0.57

033 1.00 1.14

0.50 1.50 1.70

0.67 2.00 2.26

0.83 250 A 2.84

1.00 3.00 3.40
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EMERGING THREATS & HEALTHY FOREST MANAGEMENT
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Introduction - The state of Florida is blanketed with a
patchwork of pine forests, hardwood swamps, and
savannahs that cover nearly 17 million acres, which is
roughly 50% of the state’s land area. Around two thirds
of these forest systems are privately owned. Just over
half of these forests are predominately composed of
slash and longleaf pine. However, hardwoods such as
live oak, sweetgum, tupelo and blackgum, water oak,
and ash are common in many areas. These forests are
crucial to Florida’s economy with approximately $25 billion of annual economic impact. The ecosystem
services Florida’s forests provide have an estimated value of $30 billion a year as well. However, many
threats exist and cause major damage every year. Some of Florida’s major forest threats include invasive
species, disease, and hurricane activity. Management options to mitigate or adapt to these damages
while increasing forest resiliency are available to landowners and forest managers.

Threats from Flooding - Extreme precipitation events from storms
and hurricanes can destroy coastal and inland forests. Flooding is a
common disturbance event within the southeast U.S. due to the
frequency of extreme (more than 2.5" in a day) rainfall events.
Floods impact forest productivity by altering soil conditions and

exposing or burying root systems. Reductions in stream water
quality, aquatic habitat, the aesthetic value of recreational areas, and soil productivity can also be
observed after flood events. Management practices to mitigate damages include post-disturbance
revegetation, maintaining the area's natural hydrology and riparian zone health, planting flood-tolerant
tree species, monitoring damaged or susceptible trees for outbreaks or fungal growth, and the installing
proper erosion control structures such as culverts and drainage ditches where needed.

Threats from Wildfire - Increased fuel loads and more frequent droughts could increase wildfire
frequency and intensity within the southeast, with Florida suffering up to $400-600 million in timber
losses during years with intense wildfire activity. Other impacts include habitat destruction and
fragmentation, and biodiversity declines. Prescribed burns to reduce these fuel loads and periodic
thinning remain essential techniques. However, timing and control
must be appropriate during periods of drought. Salvage logging after
extreme weather events or significant timber losses reduces fuel
loads and the risk of pest or disease outbreaks. Incorporating fire-
resistant species such as longleaf pine and yellow poplar may also
mitigate wildfire losses.




EutroSORB WC

Water Column Phosphorus Inactivator

amced non- copper formulatlon‘tcrqunckly K 5 =
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Do More With Less

Contact Florida SePRO Technical Specialists for more information: Josh McGarry at 813-545-3651 or
joshm@sepro.com and Wendi Nance at 386-409-1175 or wendin@sepro.com

Always read and follow label directions. EutraSORB and Oximycin are registered trademarks of SePRQ Corpaoration. Copyright ©@2022 SePRO Corporation.
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EMERGING THREATS & HEALTHY FOREST MANAGEMENT
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to increase in the coming years. Other impacts of severe
storms can include habitat and recreation area destruction,
reduced biodiversity and water quality, and inland soil
salinization from storm surge events. Adaptation to mitigate

wind damage from these events includes rotational harvesting

-

s uniformity, incorporating wind-resistant species, modifying thinning frequencies,

Threats from Invasive Species/
Insects/Disease - Invasive
species cause roughly $30 million
in forest damage annually.
Insects and disease are
estimated to cause tens of
millions of dollars in losses in
Florida and can impact forest
productivity and species
diversity. Warmer temperatures

associated with climate change can extend the tree growing season, but also extend the outbreak
season. Additionally, invasive species may outcompete native or planted species for resources during
periods of drought. They also may lead to habitat destruction or fragmentation and loss of aesthetic value
in recreational areas. Invasive species are particularly prevalent in the southeast due to the region's mild
winters that fail to kill imported insects and plants. Management practices to mitigate these threats
include prescribed burning, thinning, proper herbicide or pesticide application, sanitation, and
decreasing the movement of untreated wood. Early detection is critical to finding outbreak areas before
the problem can multiply and spread.
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, INC.

The Leader in Lake and Preserve Management
Call for a FREE estimate: 954.382.9766

Allstate Resource Management has over 25 years of experience
in maintaining the health of lakes, ponds, wetlands, and
stormwater systems.
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allstatemanagement.com
954.382.9766 | info@allstatemanagement.com




www.sfapms.org page 9

EMERGING THREATS & HEALTHY FOREST MANAGEMENT

Threats from Drought - Increasing drought frequency and extreme heat
damage forest stands and ecosystems in Florida each year, while also
impacting water quantity and quality and biodiversity. Heat and water
stress can leave stands more vulnerable to pests and diseases and may
result in substantial dieback. Drought conditions also lead to increased
wildfire potential, accelerated soil organic matter decomposition, and
changes in vegetation. Adaptation options include thinning to reduce stand water stress, maintaining a

canopied riparian zone to reduce stream temperatures, incorporating drought-resistant species, and
using prescribed burns to reduce fuel loads and wildfire risk. Monitoring for signs of disease or pest
activity will provide an early advantage to landowners for fighting outbreaks.

Threats from Sea-Level Rise - Accelerated sea-level rise has been correlated
with warming sea surface and air temperatures. Due to this trend,
southeastern coastal states like Florida have experienced soil salinity issues
moving further inland, resulting in severe forest damage and the overall loss
of productive lands. Other impacts include vegetation changes, biodiversity,
and habitat loss, water quality declines, and increased invasive species

outbreaks. One adaptation option for event salinization, such as storm surges, would be to plant salt-
resistant species. As salinity moves towards being a chronic issue, implementing short- rotation woody
crops may retain profits while decreasing risks from storm surge events. Drainage system installation
may reduce the probability of developing salinity issues by lowering water table height.

Summary - These threats impact the economic and ecosystem value of Florida’s forestlands. Threats of
salinization from sea-level rise, insect and invasive species outbreaks, destructive wildfires, and intense
hurricane activity are amplified by warming temperatures and changes in rainfall frequency and
amounts. The adaptation methods listed here are just a few of the available options that help land
managers improve resilience and reduce risk. Consult your local forest extension agent or a county
forester for more information about threats and mitigation and adaptation measures appropriate for
your forested land.

FOR. MORE INFORMATION ON
MANAGEMENT OPTIONS FOR. YOUR
WOODLANDS:

Contact your local County Forester or the
Florida Forest Service Office at
(850) 681-5880
www.FDACS.gov/floridaforestservice




Florida Citrus and Yogurt Cake

Recipe from Fresh From Florida
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Ingredients

2 Florida oranges, 1 zested and 1 sliced thin 6 eggs, room temperature

2 Florida grapefruit, 1 zested and 1 sliced thin 1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract

4 Florida Key limes, 2 zested and 2 sliced thin 3 cups all-purpose flour
2 2 cups Florida sugar %2 teaspoon baking soda
1 cup plain (whole fat) Greek yogurt Pinch of sea salt

1 stick unsalted butter, softened

Preparation

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Zest 1 orange, 1 grapefruit and 2 Key limes into a small bowl
and set aside. Slice the other half of the citrus into thin rounds and set aside. In a large bowl,
cream butter and sugar until light, fluffy, and pale yellow in color. Add vanilla and eggs one
at a time, blending thoroughly after each egg. In a separate bowl combine the flour, baking
soda, and salt. Add the dry ingredients to the creamed mixture, alternating with the yogurt.
Mix until combined, being careful not to over-work the batter. Gently fold in the citrus zest.
Pour into a well-oiled bundt pan or two loaf pans. Bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes or until a
toothpick comes out clean. Cool for 30 minutes. Using a plate or cake stand, place the sliced
citrus around the outer edges, overlapping as you go. Gently unmold the cake and place on
top of the sliced citrus. Serve warm or room temperature.
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Wild Turkeys

Meleagris gallopavo

Behavior:

Wild turkeys are powerful fliers, especially for
short distances. Speeds of up to 55 mph have
been observed. To conserve energy, wild turkeys
primarily walk. They spend most of their time on
the ground, where they search for acorns, seeds,
fruits, insects, leaves, and small vertebrates. They
can easily cover several hundred acres in a day.

Wild turkeys are social animals and typically
flock together in groups numbering just a few
birds to as many as 20 or more. They are
extremely wary and will run away or fly to a tree
to escape danger. For safety from ground
predators, wild turkeys roost at night in trees
within thicker forest stands.

Courtship occurs during spring. The male, also
known as a gobbler or tom, will strut, fan out its
tail and gobble to attract hens.

During these displays, the skin on the male wild
turkey’s head turns bright blue and white, and
the caruncles become swollen and turn bright
red.

Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission

Wild turkey hens in Florida typically begin
nesting in late March or early April. The female
builds a shallow nest on the ground where she
lays an average of 9 to 12 eggs. It takes
approximately 12-13 days to lay the full clutch
of eggs and another 26-28 days of continuous
incubation for them to hatch.

Newly hatched wild turkeys, called poults, are
highly mobile and can feed themselves soon
after hatching. Poults are flightless until they
are about 2 weeks old.

Until they are able to fly into low branches or
small trees at about 4 weeks of age, they roost
on the ground under the hen’s wings and tail.
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Wild Turkeys are large birds with long legs, wide,
rounded tails, and a small head on a long, slim
neck.

An adult male wild turkey is more heavy-bodied
and larger than the female. The skin on its
featherless head is pinkish-red with red
caruncles (wattles) on its throat and neck. It has
a dark beard on its breast and dark brown or
bronze iridescent feathers.

The female is slimmer and duller looking, with a
blue-gray head and neck that lacks the
prominent red caruncles of males. Females
usually do not have a beard, but if one is present,
it is thinner and smaller than the males.

Florida is home to two subspecies of wild turkey
— the eastern wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo
silvestris) and the Osceola or Florida wild turkey
(M.g. osceola).

The Florida wild turkey is best distinguished
from the eastern subspecies, which it closely
resembles, by the white barring on its wing
feathers. On Florida wild turkeys, the white
bars on the primary wing feathers are
narrower than the black bars and are irregular
or broken, which tends to give the wing an
overall darker appearance compared to
eastern wild turkeys.

The Florida wild turkey is found only in
peninsular Florida. North of the peninsula and
across the Florida panhandle, it interbreeds
with the eastern subspecies.

The wild turkey is a woodlands bird and
prefers open forests and forest edges and
openings. They are considered a generalist
species meaning they do not require

specialized food or a particular vegetation
community to survive. Consequently, they
occur throughout Florida in any suitable
habitat.




te the water as it warks

Simply Sustainable.
Always Effective.

Tom Warmuth

TWarmuth@BioSafesystems.com
336-402-4449

with the
GreenClean® Team!

® Selective control
of cyanobacteria

® Reduced-risk, peroxyacetic
acid chemistry

® Fast-acting with
visual results

® Non-restrictive
copper alternative

® Reapplication permitted
after 48 hours

2 BioSafe

Systems

1-888-273-3088 | BioSafeSystems.com
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TRIMMING MANGROVES:
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Mangroves serve as nurseries for game and sport fish, stabilize coastal shorelines and improve water quality.
Mangroves have a vital role in healthy ecosystems and the economic wellbeing of coastal communities, and the
trimming and alteration of mangroves is regulated by Florida's Mangrove Trimming and Preservation Act.

Do | need a permit to trim mangroves on my property?

Florida laws allow property owners to trim mangroves to improve waterfront view or for access to navigable
waterways, provided that trimming is limited to riparian mangrove fringes (RMF). Some, but not all, trimming
activities require a permit.

What is a riparian mangrove fringe?

Riparian Mangrove Fringes are areas where mangroves growing along the shoreline do not extend more than 50 feet
waterward. A permit is not required if homeowners follow trimming guidelines. The RMF designation does not apply
to areas within certain conservation easements, certain mitigation areas, or within certain types of public areas.

Trimming guidelines Allowable Trimming

* Homeowners may trim mangroves when
the mangrove height exceeds six feet but is
not taller than 10 feet. Mangroves cannot
be trimmed below six feet.

« Mangroves over 10 feet tall require a
professional mangrove trimmer.

« Iftrimming trees over 16 feet tall,
trim in stages with no more than 25% S AN :
removed annually. r = e ; 3 Trimming Allowed

« Trimming mangroves over 24 feet tall T3 ; n pona
requires authorization from DEP.

*  Homeowners can trim mangroves
that were legally trimmed previously.
Trimming must maintain the previous height and configuration.

*  When the property shoreline is greater than 150 feet in length, 65% of the mangrove trees can be trimmed.

All other mangrove trimming or alteration activities require a permit.

I 24 ft. - Requires DEP permit

Restrictions on Trimming

16 ft.

No Trimming Allowed

FloridaDEP.gov
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Aquatic Vegetation Control, Inc.
800-327-8745 +* avcaquatic.com

Alligare
A member of the ADAMA Group

The Leader In Targeted Weed Control

L' IMOX
\:o HERBICIDE

TS 28 Bl

‘ ; f‘ ‘}": ;\'
XOWEN R /y~r 1% w
PROVIDE BEAUTY. ENHANCE UTILITY. PRESERVE ECOLOGY.

Alligare.com [ @aligare v [ @aligare, LLC




www.sfapms.org page 17

MANGROVE TRIMMING: BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Activities to avoid
+ Defoliation (removing all or most of the leaves).
Trimming mangrove roots.
Trimming mangroves below 6 feet.
* Removing mangroves.

When do | need a professional mangrove trimmer?
You will need a professional mangrove trimmer in three instances:
+ If mangroves are taller than 10 feet.
If trimming under a general permit.

Rt nctvt-uiatedat S THE BENEFITS OF

A list of state authorized professional mangrove trimmers

can be found at FloridaDep.gov/ProfessionalMangroveTrimmers. MANGR"VES
What are the penalties Stabilize the coastline.
for illegal mangrove trimming?

For violations, property owners may be required to restore damaged Protect water quality.

mangroves, purchase mitigation credits, and/or be fined up to $15,000. :
& P 8 P Reduce coastal flooding.

Are my mangroves located

within a local delegated jurisdiction? Provide habitat for fish.
If you reside in the following regions, check with your local delegated .
environmental officials before trimming mangroves. Residents located Protect young fish from
outside of these areas with mangrove trimming questions should predators.
contact a regional DEP district office for assistance.

. Protect wildlife species.
Pinellas County
Environmental Management Serve as nesting area.

22211 US. 19N, Bldg. 10
Clearwater, FL 33765
727-464-4425

https://www.pinellascounty.org/environmental/mangroves.htm

Hillsborough County

Environmental Protection Commission
Wetlands Division

3629 Queen Palm Dr.

Tampa, FL 33619

813-627-2600

/ I T —— - :

FloridaDEP.gov
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, INC.

Connect the Drops!

& Lakes and Ponds & Stormwater Retention
& Preserves & Fish Stocking

As a Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation Approved
Provider # 0004645 we are available to provide continuing education units
for (CAM) Community Association Managers in the Operation of Physical Property.

Our Services Include:

*_ake Maintenance *Stormwater System *Erosion Control
*Native Plantings Inspection & Maintenance *Water Quality Testing
*Biological Controls *Wetland & Upland Management *Fish Stocking
*Aquatic Pest Control *Property Manager Support *Fountains & Aeration

*Beach Restoration

Contact Us Today! 954-382-9766 n
info@allstatemanagement.com www.allstatemanagement.com

Aquatics Solutions.
Driving Innovation.

Stay ahead of the curve with Nutrien Solutions™.
A team of seasoned industry professionals will
work closely with you to map out an effective
aquatic plant management program designed
to suit your needs.

At Nutrien Solutions, relationships are important
We strive to understand your needs and
challenges with uncompromised stewardship.
We will partner with you to provide the most
cost-effective and sustainable aquatic plant
management strategies in the industry

Nutrien

Solutions-

Connect with Nutrien Solutions on o @ o @NutrienSolVM

Contact your local representative Stephanie Walters
or visit NutrienAgSolutions.com. Stephanie Walters@nutrien.com
407.466.8360
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Working In the
Public Eye

By: Stephen Montgomery
Allstate Resource Management

It’s never easy to do a job with someone watching over your shoulder. Someone interrupting your
train of thought, asking questions, and criticizing what you’re doing. For an aquatic applicator, this
is more a question of: How do | handle this when it happens? Rather than: What do | do if it
happens? Part of this is because the waterways that are our workplace are such an integral part of
everyday life in Florida. The focus on aquatic recreation, abundance of waterfront homes and the
importance placed on our stormwater management needs, puts an applicator in the public eye on a
daily basis.

One would think our industry would benefit from the increase in public concern for the environment.
We are, after all, maintaining our aquatic resources to promote their function, sustainability, and
aesthetics. Unfortunately, the “green movement” combined with a lack of public knowledge about
aquatic weed management can mistakenly create an adversarial attitude toward applicators and the
work we do. The issue is compounded by a steady flow of misrepresented information through the
media and internet. Generalizations about the evils of chemicals in the environment has translated
to mistrust of anyone using them, regardless of the situation.

It’s not likely that a spontaneous, widespread change in people’s understanding will happen any time
soon. We need to be prepared to deal with individuals that may voice disapproval with our work,
and take an active role in educating them. Over the years I've learned some basic guidelines and
tactics to follow when speaking to the public while on the job.

Be polite - It should be common sense, but that’s easier said than done half way through a long day
in the middle of August. Before you get too involved in any conversation, take a second to compose
yourself. Being argumentative will not help a situation and does not present you as an experienced
professional. You should be confident in your answers but not condescending to the person your
speaking with.

Understand their point of view - Sometimes people are just curious what you’re doing. Most people
don’t have the familiarity with your job that others in our field do. You see PPE as an uncomfortable
but necessary part of your job. They see it and concerns about their safety arise. The average
person’s knowledge about aquatic herbicides is probably confined to something they read on
facebook last week. Remember you are working near where they and their families live and play.
People tend to fear what they don’t understand. Take that into consideration when approached by
concerned residents.



T30 Gasoline
T50 Diesel

Cutting depths from 1ft to almost
7ft with a width up to 13ft

Dredging depth up to 7.8 ft
and pumps 572 gpm

Wide range of tools and

T R U xo R T_ s E RI E s attachments that include cutters,

rakes, dredges, grip buckets,

Amphibious Machine and an excavating arm.

Truxor Harvester machines are versatile and
innovative amphibious vehicles designed for
aquatic vegetation management and
restoration projects.

Contact our sales team today and learn more about our Truxor machines and
attachments that will make your waterbody management a breeze!

Visit us online! (239) 997-8872
TruxorHarvesterUSA.com nfo@truxorharvesterusa.com




Working In the Public Eye

Choose your words - Correct terminology can help to clear up public misconceptions about our
job. Words like “chemical” and “killed” are ambiguous and create a sense of fear. Explaining that
we only use herbicides approved for use in the water, and that the weeds have been specifically
treated helps to convey a better image. It’s important to show the public that aquatic vegetation
management is very careful and deliberate, and not reckless use of random chemicals. Our choice
of words when talking to people we come into contact with is a big part of that process.

Establish a connection - Most residents and homeowners don’t realize how important aquatic
vegetation management is here in Florida. Establishing a connection between what we do and the
benefits to their lives demonstrates that applicators are working on their behalf. Explaining how
successful vegetation management programs maintain flood control systems and recreational
waters, while improving aesthetics of communities shows them they have a vested interest in what
we do.

Make the weeds the bad guy - The years and years of hard work and environmental success go
unnoticed, but the rare mistake gets instant attention. Applicators often get swept up in the
public’s fervor to “save the environment” and assign blame to careless offenders. In the rush to
put a face to environmental damage, it’s often overlooked that: The weeds are the bad guys here.
The amount of habitat and income lost due to exotic plant species rarely makes the headline news.
Their invasive nature is not apparent to residents because our efforts keep the invasion at bay
(usually without their knowledge). Educating residents on the plants we target and the damage
they’re capable of can improve public support for our work.

Know when to leave - Despite your best efforts, some people are just not interested in having their
minds changed. Some folks are going to cling to their pre-conceived notions tighter than a
drowning person clings to a life preserver. Being polite and professional doesn’t mean you have to
stand there being berated by a belligerent individual. If their mind is made up, then you trying to
convince them otherwise will probably only aggravate them more. That’s why it’s important to
realize when a situation won’t be resolved in the moment and politely make your exit. Let them
know that their concerns are understood and give them the contact information for a supervisor
or customer service department. Business cards and printed informational materials can often
help make a transition to leaving. When you return to your office be sure to follow up with the
appropriate people so that they know to expect a call and what the situation is so they aren’t
blindsided.

Sometimes, as aquatic resource managers in Florida, we have to be our own public relations
department. Avoiding confrontation at any cost only perpetuates the misconception that we’re
doing something wrong. A little explanation can go long way toward fostering a broader
understanding of our job and its necessity. It’s important that we don’t take criticism of what we
do personally, particularly since it is often misinformed. We make an effort to get licensed and
stay trained. We work hard to ensure that the job gets done right and Florida’s waterways are
protected. Don’t be afraid to let people know it.



Grilled Florida Spiny Lobster Rolls

Recipe from Fresh From Florida
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Ingredients

1 pound Florida spiny lobster meat, grilled 14 cup mayonnaise
and chopped

Florida Romaine or Butter lettuce, shredded 1 lablsshpoligeparcg Dilonimusiad

(or your favorite lettuce)
1 teaspoon lemon juice
Y2 cup Florida celery, chopped

:11 - 1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
’% Rolls, split in half
% . I |

! Sea salt and fresh ground pepper, to taste
LS 2 green onions, chopped

Preparation

Heat grill to medium-high. Cut the lobster tail in half, leaving the lobster meat in the shell.
Season with salt and pepper and grill for 2 to 3 minutes per side or until meat is no longer
translucent. Remove from shell to cool and cut into bite-size pieces. Combine the
mayonnaise, mustard, lemon juice, Worcestershire, celery, salt and pepper, mix thoroughly.
Gently fold in lobster meat. Fill rolls with lobster mixture and garnish with green onions.
Serve chilled.
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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROVIDER

Alachua, FL Tampa, FL Homestead, FL Palmetto, FL
386-462-4157 813-217-9486 305-245-0433 941-722-3235

Belle Glade, FL Dundee, FL Immokalee, FL Wauchula, FL
561-996-6200 863-439-1551 239-657-3141 863-773-3187

Mt. Dora, FL

Boynton Beach, FL Ft. Pierce, FL 352-383-8139

561-585-2221 772-464-8660

James Boggs Tim McDuffie Ryan Grow
863-557-0076 352-209-5087 352-422-2023

HelenaProfessional.com | Learn more at helenaprofi om, featuring more
information on Helena products and servi

Sam Sardes UF UFIE‘BRIS{TB.{A

Territory Sales Manager - Aguatics

Dr. Lyn A. Gettys

UPL NA Inc. Assistant Professor of Agronomy
Aquatic and Wetland Plants
t:+1561 2010713 Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

e: samantha.sardes@upl-ltd.com
w: www.upl-ltd.com

Fort Lauderdale REC 954-577-6331 Office
3205 College Avenue 561-301-6614 Cell
Davie, FL 33314-7799 954-475-4125 Fax
http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aw/ Igettys@ufl.edu

Dean Jones UF %Y‘Bli-{mﬁ{j’g

UPL Aquatics Territory Manager

UPL NAInc. H. Dail Laughinghouse IV, Ph.D.
312 Bolender Rd.

Auburndale, FL 33823

Assistant Professor, Phycology
Fort Lauderdale Research and Education Center

t.+1 863 209 4015 L IRAS

c +1863 514 6934 954-577-6382

e: dean jones@upl-ltd.com 954-475-4125 Fax

w: upl-ltd.com/us 3205 College Ave. hlaughinghouse@ufl.edu

Davie, FL 33314-7719 http://firec.ifas.ufl.edu
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Days Post Treatment 4 Days Post Treatment 7 Days Post Treatment

Improving: Reducing:

» Coverage * Number of sprays
* Weatherability * Run-of f
* Rainfastness * Worker exposure

For Cleaner Waterways:

www.Biosorh-Inc.com
636-936-1400

Introducing Komeen® Descend

with Microcrystal Technology

® The first of its kind in aquatics

* Handles like a liquid, stays in
place like a granule

¢ Improves contact exposure
time for better

results

i

on has developed innovative technologies to advance the science
of surface water resource management. Solutions to help you control algae, cyanobacteria, aquatic weeds, and
improving water quality.
For more information, contact SePRO Technical Specialists Josh McGarry at 813-545-3651 or email,
joshm@sepro.com; or Wendi Nance at 386-409-1175 or email, wendin@sepro.com

SePRO Corporation Carmel, IN 46032 SGPH

Abways read and follow label directions. Sonar Genesis, Oximycin, Komeen, and EulroSORB are
trademarks of SePAO Corporation. Copyright ©2023 SePRO Corporation.




B2 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SFAPMS Meetings

N
G' — February 27, 2025

Before®|t'Starts!e-

- R June 19, 2025
SEARTHTEC

—

=3 September 25, 2025
Your alternative treatment option for

algae prevention & control.

Sors

800.257.9283 | EarthTecWaterTreatment.com

BRANDT Pond & Lake Colorants

BRANDT Aquatic
Solutions

What sets Cide-Kick Surfactant apart from the rest?
E QOur proven surfactant technology ensures better
1 spreading and improved sticking of pesticides to
E target surfaces, faster absorption, and pleasant
(= citrus scent, This means more efficient penetration,
greater uptake, masking features and enhanced
To order, call your local  ©verall effectiveness!

ol

distributor or USDA AQUADISPLA]SE

800-228-1833 SR Fountains & Aeration
Aot

el BREWER Andrew Roberts

i PO. BOX 690037 - VERO BEACH, FL 32969 . .
L] International T:772- 562-0555 - F: 772-778-2490 Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation

BREWERINT.COM

6900 SW 21st Court, Suite 9 » Davie, FI. 33317
Office: 954.382.0258 ¢ Fax: 954.382.9770
Email: andy@aquadisplays.com
www.aquadisplays.com




South Florida Aquatic Plant Management Society
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Become an SFAPMS Gold, Silver or Bronze level Sponsor!

New ways to help support your applicator run society -
options to get more out of your advertising dollar!

s hi Breakfast Lunch Bronze Silver Gold
Rponsont:_ g Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor

ecognition (One Meeting) (One Mesting) (12 Months) (12 Months) (12 Months)

Cost $250 $750 $750 $1,000 $1,250

Recognition j

at Meeting V w V’ M \t//

Si t
Me!ggnags Breakfast Table Lunch Podium Registration Registration Registration

Exhibit Space at
Meetings (Table Top)

v

Recognition on
SFAPMS
Website

v

Banner on Home
Page with Hotlink

Business Card
in Hydrophyte
(4 issues)

SIS S

v

One Annual
Membership with
SFAPMS

Four
Memberships

TR

Quarter Page Ad
in Hydrophyte
(4 issues)

K SIS

Half Page Ad
in Hydrophyte
(4 issues)

|
|

Full Page Ad
in Hydrophyte
(4 issues)

Hvdrophyte Advertising

Quarter Page Ad (4 Issues) $200
Half Page Ad (4 Issues) $400

Full Page Ad (4 Issues) $800
Business Card Ad (4 Issues) $125

Online Payment
Option Available!

WWW.SFAPMS.ORG

Additional Opportunities

General Meeting Exhibitor Package - $250

6’ Exhibit Table at 1 General Meeting
Recognition & Link to Your Website on
the SFAPMS Website

Post Attendee List for Sponsored
General Meeting

Donation-Chil Rossbach Scholarship Fund
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/ / A qU O.l.l C ‘:o'%m MICHAEL BLUME
‘ National T&O Account Manager
P O nT S michaelblume@rotam.com
' // / 209329 3329

Woodbridge, CA
of Flor

941-318-2100 apofl.com

REG.#47224801

RotamNorthAmerica.com | Customer Service: 866.927.6826

* Fountains and Aeration

¢ CASSINARI

FISH & WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT

’W& P shbi bt
e g g NORMA

Territory Sales Manager

South Atlantic Alligaré

ngcassinari@alligare.com

STEVEN WEINSIER
6900 SW 21st Court = Building #9

Davie, Florida 33317 (® M 772-473-7333 | O 334-741-9393
(954) 382-9766 - Fax (954) 382-9770 www.alligare.com
www.allstatemanagement.com ¢ e-mail: Waterweed @ aol.com ©) 1565 5th Avenue | Opelika, AL 36801

KEITH ANDREU

AQUATIC TECHNICIAN

@ BREWER

International
S ”

Nancy A. Healy
Account Director C
WWW.LCHCD.ORG PHONE:(239)694-2174
Cell (772) 473-B275 EMAIL: ANDREU@LCHCD.ORG
605 90th Avenue » PO Box 630037 e Vero Beach, FL 32969
www.brewerint.com e E-mail: nancy@brewerint.com
CUSTOMER SERVICE « (B0D) 228-1833 15191 HOMESTEAD RD. LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

James Boggs, Jr.

Dharmen Setaram @ A e
Florida AVM Sales : - &O/?q:atics

AGRI-ENTERPRISES, LLC

& 407-670-4094 HELENA AGRI-ENTERPRISES, LLC
2405 N 71st Street

D] Dharmen.Setaram@heritageppg.com www.HelenaProfessional.com Tampa, FL 33619
: boggsj@helenaagri.com Cell: (863) 557-0076

Q 2601 W Orange Blossom Trail | Apopka, FL 32712
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Cell:$239-340-5954

S EMAIL: TimF @FloridAquaticicom o~
OR: Lakes@FloridAquaticcom’ - P.02BOX 3439 :
WWW.FioridAquatic.com” ooy N.-Ft: Myers, FL-33918

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, INC.

Colleen Sullivan

Phone: 954.382.9766
Fax: 954.382.9770

6900 SW 21st Court « Building 9
Davie, Florida 33317

www.allstatemanagement.com
csullivan@allstatermanagement.com

A. Hugh Adams Central Campus
3501 S.W. Davie Road
Davie, FL 33314

] SSOR
SCIENCE PROGRAM MANAGER

Building 7, Room 140
Email: dserrano@broward.edu

Office: 954-201-6401
Fax: 954-201-6847

Winding Way Farm, Inc.

7670 NW 137th Avenue, Morriston, FL 32668
954,494 2002

W e -

Native Fish and Aquatic Plants

SePRO

Wendi Nance SePRO Corporation
Aquatic Technical Specialist - 11550 North Meridian Street
Florida Suite 600

Carmel, IN 46032

Mobile: 386-409-1175
sepro.com E-mail: wendin@sepro.com

¥ Alutate

Andy Fuhrman

Phone: 954.382.9766
Fax: 954.382.9770

6900 SW 21st Court . Building 9
Davie, Florida 33317

www.allstatemanagement.com
afuhrman@allstatemanagement.com

Why join the Florida
Exotic Pest Plant Council?

Because there’s a whole
World of weeds waiting for you
Back on the dry side
Of the ramp...

Join FLEPPC online at www.fleppc.org
General membership $30.00 - Students $10.00

Membership Includes
Wildland Weeds magazine
The FLEPPC newsletter
Workshops & training
An annual conference with CEUs

Take a walk on the dry side!
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A water hyacinth flower lasts for less than 48 hours

Although water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is native to Brazil, this problematic plant is invasive throughout many
parts of the world. Water hyacinth’s purple flower is its most striking feature and each flower only blooms for less
than 48 hours. Then, it has a gravitropic response, or response to gravity, by bending downward to place seeds into
the water. This is just one of many ways this plant can reproduce and grow many new plants guickly.

It

!

MORNING
(Approx. 8AM)
Flowers start
to open

EVENING
(Approx. 7PM)
Start of
flowering

EARLY
MORNING
(Approx. 3AM)

Flowers
appear

Adapted from Penfound, Wm. T. & Earle, T.T. (1948). The Biclogy of the Water Hyacinth.

Ecological Menographs, 18(4), 447-472. https://doi.org/10.2307/1948585

EARLY MID
MORNING MORNING

{Approx. 4AM) (Approx. TAM)
The bending Final stage of
curvature reaches the bending
approx. 90° curvature

EVENING
(Approx. 5PM)
The bending
proceeds

CENTER FOR AQUATIC
AND INVASIVE PLANTS
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UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA
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"For Youth, For the Environment, Forever!"

Live, Interactive and Hands-On
Virtual Programs

YEA delivers hands-on programs and
education that engage you and youth
in person or virtually!

Contact us to schedule a program

info@yeafrog.org
www.YEAfrog.org
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Aquatic Vegetation Control, Inc.

Environmental Management

Hughie Cucurullo
Regional Manager — South Florida

1860 W. 10th Street
Riviera Beach, FL. 33404
P: 5618455525

C: 305.224.3562

F: 954.437.7928
email: hcucurullo@avcaquatic.com www.avcaquatic.com

2GreenClean Liquid 5.0

|><|Vortex*”

Granular Systems, LLC
PRECISION & EFFICIENCY IN GRANULAR APPLICATION

Michael Blatt

(877) 886-7839 » (954) 650-7590 » www.vortexspreader.com

@GreenClean Liquid 5.0

.
@GreenClean bquul5.D

Selective Control of Harmful
Cyanobacteria and Nuisance Algae

* EPA registered algaecide

* Approved for drinking and organic water sources
 Effective in a wide range of water quality conditions
« Safer for non-target and beneficial organisms

1 Py 2BigSafe

4 twarmuth@biosafesystems.com Systems

Cell (248) 933-1069

\' You’rh Environmental Alliance

_ "Youth Leadership, Environmental Education and Funl”

Kristen Hoss

6900 SW 21st Court, Suite 8 - Davie, Florida 33317
(954) 382-0188 - Fax: (954) 382-9770
www.YEAfrog.org - email: Kristenhoss@yahoo.com

. Robert Carew
o VP Business Development

Sustain Sprinkle,Inc

smart sprinkler - sustainable solution

954.471.9231 (Mobilc) 954.688.9110 (Office)

hob@ SustainableSprinkler.com www.SustainableSprinkler.com

11901 West Sample Road Coral Springs, F133065

BRANDT Pond & Lake Colorants

BRANDT Aquatic

Solutions

To learn more about our products and to contact
your BRANDT representative, scan the QR code.




COMMITTED TO
AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS.

COMMITTED TO YOU.

Ask about guaranteed fast contact control
with Reward® herbicide.

To learn how Syngenta can help you, contact:
Wykle Greene | wykle.greene@syngenta.com | (813) 416-7653

GreenCastOnline.com/Aquatics

‘
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s e, et

© 2022 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for
sale or use in all states or counties and/or may have state-specific use requirements. Please check with your local
extension service to ensure registration and proper use. GreenCast®, Reward®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon
and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.
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The Hydrophyte is circulated to hundreds of
aquatic applicators, governmental agencies
and environmental resource managers
throughout the state of Florida.

Ads in The Hydrophyte support the SFAPMS
organization and brings important information
to people in our industry.

The Hydrophyte has proven to be a wise
investment among industry professionals.

The Hydrophyte

South Florida APMS
6900 S.W. 21st Court
Building 9

Davie, FL 33317
www.sfapms.org





